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Overview

The Vision Zero Action Plan will develop strategies to address the 
most significant transportation safety challenges facing Menlo 
Park. This document summarizes:

• How many collisions occur in Menlo Park?

• What types of collisions?

• Who is impacted by these collisions?

• Where do they occur?

A summary of some key takeaways is provided at the end



Roadway Safety:
How many collisions?



Number of Collisions by Year
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On average, 6 people are 
killed or severely injured 
in collisions in Menlo 
Park, and an additional 
124 people are injured 
per year.

Source: Transportation Injury Mapping System (TIMS) 2012-2021

tims.berkeley.edu


Collisions in Menlo Park, 2017-
2021

537 Collisions (95%)

28
(5%)

537
(95%)

Fatal & Severe Collisions All Other Injury Collisions
Source: TIMS 2017-2021



Geographic Distribution of 
Collisions

Source: TIMS 2017-2021



Roadway Safety:
Who?



Collisions by Mode
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People walking and biking 
are involved in 28% of total 
injury collisions but 40% of 
fatal & severe collisions



Party and Age
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Source: TIMS 2017-2021Note: KSI refers to fatalities and serious injuries 

High school students and 
young adults more likely to be 
the involved in a collision, 
especially serious injuries



Age: Pedestrians and Bicyclists

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

P
er

ce
n

t 
o

f 
C

o
lli

si
o

n
s

Age

Bicycle Victims Census
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Source: TIMS 2017-2021

Older pedestrians much 
more likely to experience 
collisions

Younger bicyclists much 
more likely to experience 
collisions



Reported Race
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHO?
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Source: TIMS 2017-2021

People who identify as 
black or Hispanic are more 
likely to be the victim of a 
traffic collision



Reported Sex
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHO?
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Source: TIMS 2017-2021

Men much more likely to 
be experience a serious 
injury from a traffic  
collision



Roadway Safety:
When?
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Collisions by Time of Day

Source: TIMS 2017-2021

The afternoon peak travel 
period has the most 
collisions and the most 
serious injuries and fatalities



Collisions by Day of Week
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHEN?
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Fewer collisions on 
weekends, but similar 
numbers of serious 
injuries and fatalities



Collisions by 
Month

ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHEN?
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Bicycle Collisions by Month
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHEN?
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Greater numbers of 
bicycle collisions in the 
fall months



Roadway Safety:
How?



Collision Type by Severity
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: HOW?
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Primary Collision Factor by 
Severity

ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: HOW?
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Note: “Traffic Signals and 
Signs” represents road user 
disobeying a red light, or not 
stopping at a stop bar.

Source: TIMS 2017-2021



Action Preceding Collisions
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: HOW?

Source: TIMS 2017-2021

LEFT TURNS RIGHT TURNS
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Percent of all-injury collisions caused by a vehicle making a turning 
movement:



Drug or Alcohol Involvement
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: HOW?
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Roadway Safety:
Where?



Pedestrian Action Before Collision for All 
Injury Pedestrian-Involved Collisions

ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHERE?
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Pedestrian collisions are 
most common in crosswalks



Collision Occurring in an 
Intersection

ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHERE?
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High-Collision Corridors with Collisions
& Underserved Communities

ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHERE?

17% of roadway miles
84% of all injury collisions
93% of KSI collisions
72% of pedestrian collisions
84% of bicycle collisions

Belle 
Haven



High-Collision Corridors
ROAD SAFETY TRENDS: WHERE?



Takeaways



Takeaways from 
the Data (1)

• People walking and biking are involved in 28% of total injury collisions but 

40% of fatal & severe collisions

• High school kids and young adults (18 to 30) are much more likely to be 

involved in collisions, especially fatality and serious injury collisions, than 

other age groups. 

• Individuals who identify as Black or Hispanic in Menlo Park are much more 

likely to be involved in collisions than individuals who identify as White or 

Asian.

• Men are much more likely to be involved in serious injuries than women

• Collisions are more likely in the afternoon peak period and on weekdays, 

though serious injuries are as likely on weekend as during the week

• Bicycle collisions are much more likely in the fall, especially in September

SAFETY IN MENLO PARK



Takeaways from 
the Data (2)

• Rear end collisions are much less likely to result in a serious injury or fatality 

than other types of collisions

• Unsafe speed is involved in 40% of all collisions and nearly 30% of serious 

injuries and fatalities

• Drivers ignoring signals or stop signs are much likely to result in a serious 

injury than other types

• Pedestrian and bicyclists are especially likely to be in a collision with turning 

vehicles

• Pedestrian collisions are most common in crosswalks

• High collisions corridors (17% of City roadway miles) have 84% of all injury 

collisions, 93% of fatality and serious injury collisions, 72% of pedestrian 

collisions, and 84% of bicycle collisions

SAFETY IN MENLO PARK



2019 City 
Comparison

SAFETY IN MENLO PARK

• California Office of Traffic 
Safety Comparison of 
similarly-size cities

• 1 represents the least safe
city in peer group

• 2019 is the midpoint of 2017 
to 2021 (the years of the 
collision analysis)

www.ots.ca.gov



What’s Next?

• This document provides a background information about collisions in 
Menlo Park

• The study team will combine this information with context about the 
roadway network and land use to identify emphasis areas to focus City 
safety strategies. 

• The City will be conducting outreach in summer and fall 2023 to 
discuss these emphasis areas and start to identify concrete actions that 
can address the causes of safety challenges in the City



Thank you!


